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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims l-9 5 11, 24-25 and 35-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Wang [6,038,333]. 

As per claim 1, Wang discloses a system for automatically alerting a user to available 
information comprising: 

parsing an electronic document to identify data representing any person (Wang, col. 2, 
lines 36-45, "A face analysis system is then coupled to the image capturing system and the image 
database to locate and retrieve the person-identifying data of any stored face image similar to the 
input face image from the image database. The face analysis system does this by, for example, 
extracting the face feature data of the input face image and comparing the face feature data of the 
input face image and comparing the face feature data of the input face image with that of each of 
the face images stored in the database", col. 5, lines 5-45, "the input/out system may also include 
a digital camera that captures the input face image. The digital camera may be replaced, for 
example, with a scanner. . .the display is a touch sensitive screen display that allows text and/or 
graphics input"); 
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identifying at least one person represented by the identified data; retrieving information 
relating to each identified person from at least one electronic database (Wang, col. 2, lines 46-57, 
"a method of retrieving person-identifying information from a face image database on an input 
face image includes the step of extracting face feature data from the input face image. The face 
feature data of the input face image is then compared with that of a number of face images stored 
in the database. Each of the stored face images includes the person-identifying information that 
identifies the respective face image. If the face feature data of one of the stored face images 
matches that of the input face image, then the person-identifying information of that stored face 
image is retrieved from the image database to identify the input face image"); and 

notifying the user that the retrieved information is available (Wang, Fig. 1, 4 & 5, 
To/From User Interface). 

As per claim 2, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses providing at least one communication access point related to the retrieved 
information (Wang, Fig. 1, 4, & 5). 

As per claim 3, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 2, and 
further discloses each communication access point provides the user with an access point for 
initiating communication with each identified person (Wang, Fig. 5, col. 4, lines 28-40). 

As per claim 4, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 3, and 
further discloses the at least one access point for initiating communication include, any of an 
email address, an instant messaging account, a telephone number, a fax number, a physical 
address, and an Internet address for communicating with the identified person (Wang, col. 4, 
lines 28-40). 
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As per claim 5, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses parsing an electronic document to identify data representing any person 
comprises identifying textual data associated with any person (Wang, col. 4, lines 28-29). 

As per claim 6, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 5, and 
further discloses the textual data associated with any person includes any of: a name, an email 
address, a telephone number, a fax number, and a social security number (Wang, col. 4, lines 28- 
40). 

As per claim 7, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses parsing an electronic document to identify data representing any person 
comprises identifying graphical data associated with any person (Wang, Fig. 3A, col. 4, lines 28- 
29). 

As per claim 8, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 7, and 
further discloses the graphical data associated with any person includes any image for 
representing at least one person (Wang, Fig. 3 A, col. 4, lines 28-40). 

As per claim 9, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, and 
further discloses identifying at least one person represented by the identified data comprises 
comparing the identified data to information in at least one electronic database to identify each 
person associated with the identified data (Wang, col. 2, lines 36-57). 

As per claim 11, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and further discloses providing a visible alert when the information is retrieved from the at least 
one electronic database (Wang, Fig. 5). 

Claim 24 is rejected on grounds corresponding to the reasons given above for claim 1. 
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As per claim 25, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 24, 
and further discloses viewing the retrieved information; and initiating communications with the 
identified person via at least one communication access point (Wang, Fig. 5). 

As per claim 35, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 24, 
and further discloses at least one communication access point for initiating communications with 
each identified person (Wang, Fig. 4 - 5). 

As per claim 36, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 24, 
and further discloses identifying each person represented by the identified information comprises 
comparing the identified information to data in at least one electronic database (Wang, Fig. 4-5, 
col. 2, lines 37-57). 

3. Claims 37-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Garland et al. 
["Garland", Pub. No.: US 2002/0023067 Al]. 

As per claim 37, Garland discloses a computer-readable medium having computer 
executable instructions for dynamically modifying an electronic document rendered on a 
computer display device, said computer executable instructions comprising: 

detecting any information in the electronic document that represents at least one person; 
identifying each person based on a comparison of the detected information to data in at least one 
electronic database; retrieving data related to each identified person from at least one electronic 
database; and dynamically modifying the electronic document by changing the appearance of the 
electronic document for alerting a user that data related to each identified person has been 
retrieved (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F, page 2, [0016]). 
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As per claim 38, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 37, 
and further discloses detecting any information in the electronic document that represents at least 
one person comprises identifying any data associated with any person (Garland, page 2, [0016]). 

As per claim 39, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 38, 
and further discloses identifying any data associated with any person comprises identifying 
characteristics of at least one image within the electronic document using at least one image 
recognition technique (Garland, Fig. 5 A - 5F). 

As per claim 40, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 37, 
and further discloses retrieving data related to each identified person from at least one electronic 
database comprises retrieving any of personal data and contact information from the at least one 
electronic database (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F). 

As per claim 41, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 37, 
and further discloses dynamically modifying the electronic document comprises changing the 
appearance of any text associated with the detected information (Garland, Fig. 5 A - 5F, page 2, 
[0016]). 

As per claim 42, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 41, 
and further discloses changing the appearance of any text associated with the detected 
information further comprises associating at least one hyperlink with the text associated with the 
detected information (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F & 6A). 

As per claim 43, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 42, 
and further discloses the at least one hyperlink includes at least one link to the retrieved data 
(Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F & 6A). 
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As per claim 44, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 43, 
and further discloses at least one link to the retrieved data includes at least one communication 
access point for initiating at least one communication with each identified person (Garland, Fig. 
5A-5F). 

As per claim 45, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 37, 
and further discloses dynamically modifying the electronic document comprises changing the 
appearance of any image associated with the detected information and by associating at least one 
hyperlink with each image (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F). 

As per claim 46, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 37, 
and further discloses dynamically modifying the electronic document comprises automatically 
adding at least one presence indicator to the electronic document in association with the detected 
information (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F). 

As per claim 47, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 46, 
and further discloses each presence indicator further comprises an associated pop-up window for 
providing the retrieved information to a user (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F). 

As per claim 48, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 46, 
and further discloses each presence indicator further comprises an associated context-sensitive 
menu for providing the retrieved information to a user (Garland, Fig. 5 A - 5F). 

As per claim 49, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 46, 
and further discloses each presence indicator further comprises automatically indicating an 
online status of each identified person (Garland, Fig. 5 A - 5F). 
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As per claim 50, Garland teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 37, 
and further discloses user interface for interacting with the retrieved data (Garland, Fig. 5A - 
5F). 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 10, 12 and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wang [6,038,333]. 

As per claim 10, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and further discloses providing a visible alert when the information is retrieved from the at least 
one electronic database (Wang, Fig. 5). Wang does not explicitly disclose providing an audible 
alert when the information is retrieved from the at least one electronic database. However, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide an audible alert in order to reminder the user the information is retrieved. 

As per claim 12, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 1, 
and further discloses providing a visible alert when the information is retrieved from the at least 
one electronic database (Wang, Fig. 5). Wang does not explicitly disclose providing an audible 
alert when the information is retrieved from the at least one electronic database. However, it 
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would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide an audible and visible alert in order to reminder the user the information is retrieved. 

As per claim 16, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 11, 
and further discloses identified data includes the contact information (Wang, col. 4, lines 27-40). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to add a presence indicator to the electronic document in order to contact the identified 
person. 

As per claim 17, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 16, 
except for explicitly disclosing querying at least one messaging account server for each 
identified person. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to querying at least one messaging account server for each 
identified person in order to determining online status for each identified person. 

As per claim 18, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 17, 
and further discloses each presence indicator graphically represents the online status of each 
identified person (Wang, Fig. 4-5). 

As per claim 19, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 18, 
except for explicitly disclosing the graphical representation of the online status of each identified 
person is automatically updated by re-querying the at least one messaging account server for 
each identified person. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to re-querying messaging account server in order to update the 
online status of the identified person. 
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6. Claims 13-15, 20-23 and 26-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wang [6,038,333] in view of Garland et al. ["Garland", Pub. No.: US 2002/0023067 Al]. 

As per claim 13, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 11, 
except for explicitly disclosing the visible alert comprises dynamically modifying the appearance 
of the electronic document. Garland discloses the visible alert comprises dynamically modifying 
the appearance of the electronic document by adding associated records indicators into the 
electronic document (Garland, Fig. 5A-5F & 6A, page 2, [0016]). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine Garland 
with Wang in order to link all the associated information to the electronic document. 

As per claim 14, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 13, and further discloses dynamically modifying the appearance of the electronic 
document comprises changing the appearance of the identified data (Garland, Fig. 5A-5F & 6A, 
page 2, [0016]). 

As per claim 15, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 14, and further discloses dynamically modifying the appearance of the electronic 
document further comprises automatically associating at least one hyperlink with the identified 
data (Garland, Fig. 5A-5F & 6 A, page 2, [0016]). 

As per claim 20, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 1 , and further discloses a graphical user interface for interacting with the retrieved 
information (Garland, Fig. 5A). 
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As per claim 21, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 20, and further discloses the graphical user interface comprises at least one pop-up window 
for displaying the retrieved information for each identified person (Garland, Fig. 5B). 

As per claim 22, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 20, and further discloses the graphical user interface comprises at least one context- 
sensitive menu for interacting with the retrieved information for each identified person (Garland, 
Fig. 5A). 

As per claim 23, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 20, and further discloses the graphical user interface comprises at least one hyperlink for 
accessing the retrieved information for each identified person via a computer pointing device 
(Garland, Fig 5 A - 5F & 6A - 6B). 

As per claim 26, Wang teaches all the claimed subject matters as discussed in claim 24, 
except for explicitly disclosing providing an alert comprises dynamically modifying the 
electronic data being rendered on the computer display device. Garland discloses providing alert 
comprises dynamically modifying the appearance of the electronic document by adding 
associated records indicators into the electronic document (Garland, Fig. 5A-5F & 6A, page 2, 
[0016]). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Garland with Wang in order to link all the associated 
information to the electronic document. 

As per claim 27, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 26, and further discloses dynamically modifying the electronic data rendered on the 
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computer display device comprises automatically changing the appearance of textual information 
representing the identified information (Garland, Fig. 5 A - 5F & 6A - 6B). 

As per claim 28, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 27, and further discloses dynamically modifying the electronic data rendered on the 
computer display device further comprises automatically associating at least one hyperlink with 
the textual information (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F & 6A - 6B). 

As per claim 29, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 26, and further discloses dynamically modifying the electronic data rendered on the 
computer display device comprises automatically changing the appearance of graphical 
information representing the identified information (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F & 6A - 6B). 

As per claim 30, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 29, and further discloses dynamically modifying the electronic data rendered on the 
computer display device further comprises automatically associating at least one hyperlink with 
the graphical information (Garland, Fig. 5 A - 5F & 6A - 6B). 

As per claim 31, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 26, and further discloses dynamically modifying the electronic data rendered on the 
computer display device comprises automatically adding at least one presence indicator to the 
electronic data (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F & 6A - 6B). 

As per claim 32, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 3 1 5 and further discloses each presence indicator further comprises an associated pop-up 
window for providing the retrieved information to a user (Garland, Fig. 5 A - 5F & 6A - 6B). 
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As per claim 33, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 31, and further discloses each presence indicator further comprises an associated context- 
sensitive menu for providing the retrieved information to a user (Garland, Fig. 5 A - 5F & 6A - 
6B). 

As per claim 34, Wang and Garland teach all the claimed subject matters as discussed in 
claim 31, and further discloses each presence indicator further comprises automatically 
indicating an online status of each identified person (Garland, Fig. 5A - 5F & 6A - 6B). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Aravamudan et al. [6,301,609 Bl] disclose a system enables the user to detect the online 
status of other people and send messages. 

Inquires 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chongshan Chen whose telephone number is (703) 305-83 19. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 am - 4:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y Vu can be reached on (703)305-4393. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 746-7239 for regular 
communications and (703) 746-7238 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 

CC 

March 24, 2003 




